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Year 1   Summer 1    Seeds, Soil and Sunshine 

English 

Non Fiction- Children will look at feature of non-fiction. They will look at different books about the plants. 
My Bean Diary 
Children will look at non-fiction books and will create their own “bean diary” book. 
Planet full of plastic by Neal Layton 
They will create a leaflet by researching importance of reusing, reducing and recycling plastic.  
Fiction 
The Gigantic Turnip by Aleksei Tolstoy.6 
Children will role play the story of the Gigantic Turnip to help them commit the story to memory, before retelling the story. After, children 
will change the characters, the root vegetable and the setting of the story to write their own version. 
There’s a Snake in my School by David Walliams. 
Children will use –est and –er suffixes to compare different animals that are brought to school in ‘There’s a Snake in my School’. They 
will then use this knowledge to describe the pet snake in more detail. Children will learn how to write a persuasive letter by writing a letter 
to Mrs Steels, asking for their own Bring a Pet to School day! Children will learn explore diary entries and how they are written before 
writing their own diary entry from the perspective of the snake. 
Through these texts, pupils will be taught to: 

• Listen to and discuss a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently; 

• Become very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular 
characteristics;  

• Recognise and join in with predictable phrases; 

• Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far; 

• Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done. 
 
Through these texts, when writing, pupils will be taught to: 

• Say out loud what they are going to write about; 

• Compose a sentence orally before writing it; 

• Sequence sentences to form short narratives; 

• Re-read what they have written to check it makes sense; 

• Leave spaces between words; 

• Use the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for noun and third person singular marker for verbs; 

• Use the prefix un-; 

• Add –ing, -ed, –er and –est to adjectives where no change is needed to the root word (e.g. quicker, quickest, fresher, freshest, 
eating). 

 
Spelling: 
We will be teaching the following spelling rules and teaching common exception words alongside: 

• The vowel digraphs /ow/ and /ou/; 
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• Words ending with the sound /e/ spelt with /y/; 

• The vowel digraph /or/ and the vowel digraph /ore/; 

• The vowel digraphs /aw/ and /au/; 

• The vowel trigraph /air/ and /are/; 

• The vowel trigraph /ear/. 
 
Phonics: 
We will revisit Phases 3 and 4 and will teach Phase 5, including alternative spellings. 
Handwriting 
Children will be looking at how to control letter size. 

Maths – Multiplication and Division, Fractions Science – Plants 

We will be following the Small Steps from White Rose Maths for 
Summer Blocks 1 and 2: https://whiterosemaths.com/ 
 
We will teach the following small steps for multiplication and 
division: 

• Count in 10s; 

• Make and add equal groups; 

• Make arrays; 

• Make doubles; 

• Divide by making equal groups (grouping) and by sharing 
between groups. 

 
We will teach the following small steps for fractions: 

• Halving shapes or objects; 

• Halving a quantity; 

• Finding a quarter of a shape or object; 

• Finding a quarter of a quantity. 
 
These small steps link to the following National Curriculum 
statements: 
 

• Count in multiples of twos, fives and tens; 

• Solve one-step problems involving multiplication and division by 
calculating the answer using concrete objects, pictorial 
representations and arrays with the support of the teacher; 

• Recognise, find and name a half as one of two equal parts of an 
object, shape or quantity; 

• Recognise, find and name a quarter as one of four equal parts of 

Children will observe different plants carefully, using magnifying 
glasses, looking at their structure. They will explore different 
garden and wild plants in the local environment and through 
photographs and videos; they will learn the differences between 
these plants by sorting them. Children will use the local 
environment to identify trees by their leaves and to observe 
changes in them; for example, in Summer 1’s seasonal change 
learning, they will have noticed blossom. Children will plant a 
flower and observe it grow over time. 
 
 
We will be teaching the following objectives from the 
National Curriculum: 

• Use the local environment throughout the year to explore 
and answer questions about plants growing in their 
habitat; 

• Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden 
plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees; 

• Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of 
common flowering plants, including trees (including 
leaves, flowers, blossom, petals, fruit, roots, bulb, seed, 
trunk, branches, stem). 

 
We will be teaching the following ‘working scientifically’ 
objectives: 

• Observe closely, using magnifying glasses; and dissecting 
a flower. 

• Compare and contrast familiar plants; 

https://whiterosemaths.com/
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an object, shape or quantity; 

• Compare, describe and solve practical problems for lengths and 
heights (for example, long/short, longer/shorter, longer/shorter, 
tall/short, double/half); 

• Compare, describe and solve practical problems for mass/weight 
(for example, heavy/light, heavier than/lighter than); capacity and 
volume (for example, full/empty, more than/less than, half full/half 
empty, quarter). 
 

• Draw diagrams showing the parts of different plants, 
including trees; 

• Keep records of how plants have changed over time, e.g. 
the leaves falling off trees and buds opening. 

Geography – Map explorers History 

Children will look at maps. They will explore countries and continents 
around the world and explore their physical and human features. 
 
Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 
Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation. 

• Ask geographical questions; 

• Express own views about people, places and environments; 

• Use geographical language; 

• Use globes, maps and plans;  

• Use secondary sources of information;  

• Recognise how places compare with other places;  

• Recognise how places are linked to other places in the world; 
 

Geography will be the topic focus this half term. 

Art and Design- Print Design Technology – Textiles 

Children will use art skills of Printing and Textile to support D&T 
learning by creating and decorating African Bunting and Finger 
puppet. 
 
Textiles 
Match and sort fabrics and threads for colour, texture, length, size and 
shape. Cut and shape fabric using scissors/snips. Apply shapes with glue or 
by stitching. Create and use dyes e.g. onion skins, tea, coffee. Create 
fabrics by weaving materials . (grass through twigs, carrier bags through 
wheels…) 
Print 

• Print with a range of hard and soft materials e.g. Corks, pen barrels, 
sponge. Take simple prints e.g. Mono-print. Build repeating patterns and 

The children will design and make a finger puppet using textiles; 
this will be inspired by a character from the book, The Gigantic 
Turnip. Children will learn how to cut and join fabrics using 
simple techniques. 
They will shape textile using templates and simple stitching.  
They will colour and decorate textiles to create bunting. 
 
Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 
Design 
 

• Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for 
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recognise patterns in the environment. 

 
Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 

• Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using 
colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

 

themselves and other users based on design criteria 

Make  

• Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to 
perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, 
joining and finishing]  

• Select from and use a wide range of textiles according to 
their characteristics. 

Evaluate 

• Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria 

R.E – Buddhism  PSHE – Living in the Wider World 

We follow SACRE syllabus for Richmond Upon Thames 

Children will learn about religious ceremonies practised in the home 

and wider faith community.  

Living the Noble Eight-fold Path,  giving dana to the monks . 

They will  listening to chanting and practise some Buddhism practises 
such meditating and colouring mandalas.  

They will listen to the Jataka stories 

Children will learn how to take care of their environment 
Reduce, reuse and recycle (link with Literacy 
Cooperation in a group 
Living together 
Outdoor safety 
Environment 
PSHE planning follows the PSHE Association. 

P.E  Computing-Data and Online 

Pupils will develop fundamental movement skills, become 
increasingly competent and confident and access a broad range of 
opportunities to extend their agility, balance and coordination, 
individually and with others. They will be able to engage in 
competitive (both against self and against others) and co-operative 
physical activities, in a range of increasingly challenging situations. 
Through athletics pupils will be taught to:  

Gymnastics 
Transferring weight from one body part to another 
Games  

Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and 
catching, as well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, 
and begin to apply these in a range of activities 

Children will learn: 
Internet research (link with Science) 
Talk about websites they have been on.  
Explore a website by clicking on the arrows, menus and 
hyperlinks.  
Data(lnk with Geography) 
Know that images give information.  
Say what a pictogram is showing them.  
Put data into a program.  
Sort objects and pictures into lists or simple tables.  
Make a simple Y/N tree diagram to sort information.  
 
Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 

• use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, 
manipulate and retrieve digital content 
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 • use technology safely and respectfully 

Languages Music 

Children will learn new vocabulary for colours. Through songs, 
children practise memorising words and short phrases. 
 

Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 
Children will learn to: 

• Listen to music from around the world, linking to the 
Geography topic; 

• Review music makers learning by looking at Pulse, timbre 
and rhythm including rhythm patterns. 

• They will use instruments like triangles, tambourine, bells, 
wooden blocks. 

Cooking 

During the year children will be covering the following objectives from D&T National Curriculum as part of the weekly routine as well as 
link in PSHE “Health and wellbeing”. 
Children will learn:  

• Use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to prepare dishes 

• Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to co 

• Understand where food comes from. 
They will :  
Know how to peel, cut, mix and mould ingredients safely and hygienically with close supervision. 
Assemble or cook ingredients 
Know that all food comes from animals or plants. 
Know that everybody should eat at least five portions of fruit and vegetables a day. 
Sort out healthy and unhealthy food 

 
 


