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Year 4   Summer Term    Changes 

English  
 
The Iron Man (Stories with dilemmas) 
To explore stories set in a different place and time. 
To identify dilemmas in the story, (particularly within the relationship of Hogarth and the Iron man). 
To explore how the characters, deal with issues. 
To locate evidence in the text, to identify thoughts, feelings. 
To use focused questioning 
 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
To extend character and setting description. 
To write in the style of an author. 
To use imagination to create a fantasy story. 
 

Brazilian Carnival Poetry 
To look at a range of poems in different forms (e.g. to understand the term ‘syllable’ and that haiku poetry has a fixed number of syllables). To identify a pattern 
of rhyme and rhythm in limerick poetry and to write own poems based on a given structure. To analyse a poetic form and structure. 
Recognise some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry] 
 

Stories from another culture 
To read stories from other cultures, empathise with characters and debate moral dilemmas portrayed in texts and on differences in place, time, customs and 
relationships. To interrogate texts to deepen and clarify understanding and response. To compose sentences using adjectives, verbs and nouns for precision, 
clarity and impact and understand how paragraphs or chapters are used to collect, order and build-up ideas. 
 
 

Reading 
• develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

• discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

• preparing play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 

• understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 
▪ checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context 

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/steps_in_learning/34758/34268/110208/110238
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/steps_in_learning/34758/34268/110208/110238


Latchmere Academy Trust 
 
 

▪ asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
▪ drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
▪ predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
▪ identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 
▪ identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

• retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

• participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

• recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry] 
 
 

Writing 
 
Achieve creativity  

• Encourage imaginative and creative writing by using a variety of different examples. 
plan their writing by: 

• discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

• discussing and recording ideas draft and write by: 

• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of 
sentence structures (English Appendix 2) 

• organising paragraphs around a theme 

• in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

• in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings] 
evaluate and edit by: 

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements 

• proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

• read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is 
clear. 

 
SPaG 
develop their understanding of the concepts by: 

• extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

• using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

• choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

• using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

• using fronted adverbials 

• learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 indicate grammatical and other features by: 

• using commas after fronted adverbials 
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• indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 

• using and punctuating direct speech 

• focus on year 4 spelling words 

 

Maths Geography 
Number and Place Value 

• count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 

• find 1000 more or less than a given number 

• count backwards through zero to include negative numbers 

• recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number 
(thousands, hundreds, tens, and ones) 

• order and compare numbers beyond 1000 

• identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 
representations 

• round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000 

• solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above 
and with increasingly large positive numbers 

• read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the 
numeral system changed to include the concept of zero and place 
value. 

Adding and Subtraction 

• add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal written 
methods of columnar addition and subtraction where appropriate 

• estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a 
calculation 

• solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, 
deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 

Multiplication and Division 

• recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 
12 × 12 

• use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide 
mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying 
together three numbers 

• recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental 
calculations 

• multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number 
using formal written layout 

Brazil, Chocolate  and Fairtrade 
• Ask geographical questions 

• Identify and explain different views that people, including themselves, 
hold about topical issues. 

• Communicate in ways appropriate to the task and audience. 

• Use appropriate fieldwork techniques.  

• Use atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales.  

• Use secondary sources of information, including aerial photographs 

• Use ICT to help in geographical investigations. 

• Decision making skills. 

• Identify how and why places change. 

• Describe and explain how and why places are similar and different from 
other places in the same country or other places in the world. Recognise 
some physical and human processes and explain how these can cause 
changes in places and environments. 

• Recognise how people can improve the environment or damage it, and 
how decisions about places and environments affect the quality of 
people’s lives 
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• solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including using the 

distributive law to multiply two digit numbers by one digit, integer 
scaling problems and harder correspondence problems such as n 
objects are connected to m objects. 

• Fractions and Decimals 

• recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent 
fractions 

• count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise 
when dividing an object by one hundred and dividing tenths by ten. 

• solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate 
quantities, and fractions to divide quantities, including non-unit 
fractions where the answer is a whole number 

• add and subtract fractions with the same denominator 

• recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or 
hundredths 

• recognise and write decimal equivalents to  ,  ,   

• find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100, 
identifying the value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and 
hundredths 

• round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number 

• compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two 
decimal places 

• solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and 
decimals to two decimal places. 

Measurement 

• Convert between different units of measure [for example, kilometre 
to metre; hour to minute] 

• measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including 
squares) in centimetres and metres 

• find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares 

• estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including 
money in pounds and pence 

• read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 
24-hour clocks 

• solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes 
to seconds; years to months; weeks to days. 

Geometry 

• compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and 
triangles, based on their properties and sizes 
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• identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up 

to two right angles by size 

• identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different 
orientations 

• complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of 
symmetry 

• describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant 

• describe movements between positions as translations of a given 
unit to the left/right and up/down 

• plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. 
Statistics 

• interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate 
graphical methods, including bar charts and time graphs. 

• solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information 
presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs. 

 

Computing  Art / D & T 
We Are Presenters 
 
The children create a short documentary film, with narration and / or music, 
around a topic related to the school year. 
 
By the end of this unit, children will have achieved 
the following learning objectives: 
 
To take or source digital photographs (and perhaps video). 
To consider the characteristics of effective or evocative photographs and use 
these to select images from the collection. 
To discuss and agree on images to be included with their peers. 
To edit images to enhance their quality. 
To create a slideshow of selected images. 
To add narration or appropriate backing music. 
 

 

DT – Pneumatics 
Designing 
• Generate realistic and appropriate ideas and their own design criteria through 
discussion, focusing on the needs of the user. 
• Use annotated sketches and prototypes to develop, model and communicate 
ideas. 
Making 
• Order the main stages of making. 
• Select from and use appropriate tools with some accuracy to cut and join 
materials and components such as tubing, syringes and balloons. 
• Select from and use finishing techniques suitable for the product they are 
creating. 
Evaluating 
• Investigate and analyse books, videos and products with pneumatic 
mechanisms. 
• Evaluate their own products and ideas against criteria and user needs, as 
they design and make. 
Technical knowledge and understanding 
• Understand and use pneumatic mechanisms. 
• Know and use technical vocabulary relevant to the process 

 
Art 
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Generate ideas after thinking about who will use them and what they will be 
used for, using information from a number of sources. 
Develop and explain ideas clearly with design objectives 
Plan, suggesting a sequence of actions or alternatives if needed. 
Communicate design ideas in different ways. 
Select tools, techniques and materials 
Suggest alternative ways of making a product if the first attempt fails. 
Measure, mark out, cut and shape materials accurately. 
Use finishing techniques to strengthen and improve the appearance of the 
product. 
Reflect on work in relation to intended use (and users’) and identify 
improvements needed.    
Recognise quality depends on how something is made and if it meets its 
intended use. 
Learn how materials can be combined and mixed to create more useful 
properties.  

 

Science PE  
Teeth and Eating 
 
To classify and identify different types of teeth and their functions. 
To recognise why and how we must take good care of them 
To make observations and form conclusions. 
To describe the functions of parts of the human digestive system. 
To make observations and record findings using scientific language and 
labelled diagrams. 
To recognise what a food chain represents. 
To construct and interpret a variety of food chains. 
To identify producers, predators and prey. 
 

Bubbles 
 
To identify, observe and record variables that affect bubbles. 
To set up practical enquiries and fair tests. 
To plan and carry out a fair test. 
To identify similarities, differences and changes in results from experiments. 

 

Athletics 
Rounders 
Cricket  
 
Pupils will continue to apply and develop a broader range of skills, learning how 
to use them in different ways and to link them to make actions and sequences 
of movement. They will learn to communicate, collaborate and compete with 
each other. They will develop an understanding of how to improve in different 
physical activities and sports and learn how to evaluate and recognise their 
own success. Pupils will be taught the following through athletics, rounders and 
their school trip to ‘Windmill Hill’:  
•use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination 
• play competitive games, modified where appropriate and apply basic 
principles suitable for attacking and defending 
• develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance  
•take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and 
within a team 
• compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve their personal best 
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In swimming, pupils will be taught to swim competently, confidently and 
proficiently over a distance of at least 25 metres while using a range of strokes 
effectively [for example, front crawl, backstroke and breaststroke] 
 
 
 

Languages Music  
• Extend understanding of French grammar compared to English grammar 

including adjustment of adjectives. 

• Describe a pet orally and in writing, choosing suitable words to complete 
short sentences. 

 
 
 
 

Continue with Wider Opportunities 
Improvise, developing rhythmic and melodic material when performing  
Explore, choose, combine and organise musical ideas within musical structures 
Explore and explain their feelings about music using musical vocabulary and 
expressive language. 
Play in a solo and ensemble context by performing in a concert to parents.  

  

PSHE History 
 

Living in the Wider World 

• For pupils to learn why and how rules and laws that protect themselves 
and others are made and enforced, why different rules are needed in 
different situations and how to take part in making and changing rules. 

• To understand that there are basic human rights shared by all peoples 
and all societies and that children have their own special rights set out in 
the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child. To learn that 
these universal rights are there to protect everyone. 

• To realise the consequences of anti-social, aggressive and harmful 
behaviours such as bullying and discrimination of individuals and 
communities; to develop strategies for getting support for themselves or 
for others at risk. 

• To learn what being part of a community means, and about the varied 
institutions that support communities locally and nationally.  

 
Geography focus this term. 

 


