
Seahorse Nursery

2020-2021



Since 2012 we have followed the ‘Revised Early Years Framework’.

This is our curriculum and gives guidance on what children are generally 

able to do at this ‘age and stage’ of their development.

Children learn from the adults they are with and the environment they are 

in.

Also high focus on how children learn so that we can ensure that each 

child becomes the ‘best learner’ they can be.

These are the ‘characteristics of effective learning’.

Next year, all early years settings will be implementing a ‘reformed’ early 

years curriculum. The government have invited schools to adopt this 

curriculum a year earlier, which we have decided to do so that we can 

embrace any changes and plan exciting enhancements to our existing 

curriculum. There will be changes to the current development 

statements in our 'Creative Curriculum' as we implement and embed the 

updated curriculum across the year.



When children ‘Play and Explore’ things that they are interested in, 

they are engaged and ready to learn..



Active learners are motivated and want to learn, especially when they are 

interested in what’s on offer. 



We want children to have play opportunities that encourage their ‘thinking’ 

and foster independence & problem solving by letting them set their own 

challenges.



Areas of Learning



PSED
We encourage children to make friends and play with 

others – throughout life we all need to be able to do 

this in order to learn to work with others.



Communication and Language
Children have to be able to listen, understand and use 

language confidently before they can read or write 

successfully.



Top Talking Tips

Build up the length of your child's 
sentences by repeating what they 
say and adding words, for example,
Child:  "It's a dog."

Adult: "Yes, it is a dog.  It's a big 
black and white dog."

OR
"Yes, it is a dog.  It's a big black 

and white dog with floppy ears."

If your child says something inaccurately, 
acknowledge what they have said and 
repeat it back in the correct way.  For 
example,

Child:  "I want to play with the 'nake. 
(snake).

Adult: "Here you are.  You can play with the 
snake."

Give your child choices to help increase 
their vocabulary.  For example.

Adult:  Would you like an apple or a 
satsuma?

Adult:  Would you like the steam roller or 
the cement mixer?



Physical Development
Our large motor skills affect our fine motor skills.

It’s important for children to develop strength in their core and upper 

body through climbing, pulling themselves up and along by their arms.  

Balancing is crucial to us learning how to develop control over objects.

An important part of Physical Development is the children’s ability to 

manage their self-care.



Literacy
We try to foster a love of books in nursery by reading lots of them, 

talking about them and re-enacting the events in them.  We practise 

pre-phonic skills like rhyming and hearing the starting sounds of words 

through games and songs.

Children always have mark making equipment available for ‘writing’ 

and drawing.  We encourage writing with a purpose e.g. making 

shopping lists or signs for around nursery.



Mathematics
We present maths in practical ways, e.g. measuring for cooking and 

building.  We recite numbers forwards and backwards through game 

and songs.  We give the children lots of opportunities for sorting and 

counting

Number

Shape, space and 

measures



Understanding the World
Children love learning about the world around them including people, 

places and nature. We encourage the to investigate, explore, talk about 

and describe things and people that they come into contact with daily, 

from their families to a tomato that they find in the nursery garden.



Expressive Arts and Design

This includes singing, dancing, pretending and role play.  The emphasis is 

on the children being creative, having their own ideas and choosing their 

own way of doing things.



Topic Plan
This is a plan for the learning.  This learning can happen through a 

variety of experiences and topics.  It is also flexible to allow for changes 

according to your children’s needs and interests



Medium Term Plan
This tells you what the intended learning is.

Children’s learning isn’t compartmentalized so they are usually learning 

lots of other things that we haven’t planned for as well!



Parent Short Term Plan
We observe the children first to find out what they can do and what 

their interests are.  This informs our planning.



The beginning of the day.
• Hello song – helps us learn each other’s names.

• Days of the week and talk about the weather.

• Use Makaton signing to support understanding.

• Everything adults do with children throughout the 

session is ‘teaching’ – every conversation, every 

interaction.

• After half term names will go up on the ‘Rainbow 

board’ to reward ‘good listening’, kindness, being 

helpful.



Visual Timetable
This shows what is happening during the session.  IT helps the children 

feel secure in their routine to know exactly what to expect next.



Inside and Outside Play
Everyday, whatever the weather, the children will have an opportunity to 

play inside and outside.

Different play-based learning experiences or resources are planned in 

each area.

The adults work along side the children, observing and extending their 

play.

Where-ever we are there are opportunities for imaginative play, mark-

making, numeracy and fun.



Snack Time

Snack time provides a great opportunity for talk 

with adults and other children.

Snack is usually available.  If you are bringing it 

from home, please make sure it is in a named 

pot.



How adults work with children



• Adults work with children in different ways: 

• - Focus activities with particular learning in mind – this 

could be on the carpet with small groups, outside 

collecting leaves or in the water tray, pouring and filling.

• - Joining in with children's play, supporting and 

extending their play, language and learning.

• - Adults make observations, so that we know what to 

do for each child next.

• - We make judgments about their progress and learning 

and share this with you at parent consultations in the 

Autumn and Spring term.  We give you a Record of 

Achievement in the Summer term.

• - Please share information with us about your child and 

their learning.  Your child learns from you and the 

experiences you provide all the time.

•



How can you support your child?

• Talk about everything you do together.

• Listen carefully to what they have to say so that you can 

respond to them.

• Share lots of stories together and talk about them.

• Go out and about together - be active and curious about 

the world.

• Encourage them to dress and undress, supporting them 

when they need it.

• Make play dates, giving opportunities for them to play 

with other children to learn how to share and take turns.

• Have lots of fun together!



That’s just the beginning!



Housekeeping
• Parent reps – are a valuable part of the school 

community.  They are an important point of 

contact for the class teacher.  Please contact 

the school office if you would like to be class 

rep.  Thanks! 

• Please make sure your children have spare 

cloths and that all clothes are named 

(especially school jumpers).

• Toys – please leave at home, thank you.

• Information/Dates will be shared via Parent 

Pay


