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Year 1   Autumn 2     The Secret life of Animals 

English Maths – Addition and Subtraction 

What the ladybird heard by Julia Donaldson 
Children to retell the story of the ladybird heard and thieves plan to 
steal the prize cow. Children to role play (hot sitting) as the 
characters from the story. They will link this learning to their local 
area and mapping skills recreating the story in the school. Using 
photographs and maps. 
 
When the winter comes by Nancy Van Laan 
Children will be using question words to explore the story. Children 
will write simple describing sentences and looking at what an 
adjective is used for and how it can change a sentence.  
 
Stick Man by Julia Donaldson 
Children will write a recount of stickman’s adventures.  
 
Nutcracker by Deborah Hautzig and Ballet by Tchaikovsky 
Children will use role play to retell the story. They will start joining 
sentences with the word “and”. They will look at verb and they will 
retell story by using the first person.. 
 
Through these texts, pupils will be taught to: 

• Link what they read or hear read to their own experiences; 

• Discuss the significance of the title and events; 

• Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and 
done; 

• Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been 
read so far. 

Through these texts, when writing, pupils will be taught to: 

• Say out loud what they are going to write about; 

• Compose a sentence orally before writing it; 

• Re-read what they have written to check it makes sense; 

• Leave spaces between words; 

• Begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full 
stop or question mark; 

 
 We will be following the Small Steps from White Rose Maths 
for Autumn, Blocks 2 and 3: https://whiterosemaths.com/ 
 
We will be teaching these small steps, all within 10: 

• The part-whole model; 

• The addition symbol; 

• Fact families – addition facts; 

• Find number bonds for numbers within 10 and 10, including 
systematic methods; 

• Compare number bonds; 

• Addition (adding together, combining two sets or groups and 
adding more by counting on); 

• Finding a missing part; 

• Subtraction (taking away by crossing out; taking away by 
breaking apart and by counting back); 

• Fact families (8 facts, including moving the equals sign). 
 
These small steps link to the following National Curriculum 
statements: 

• Represent and use number bonds and related subtraction 
facts; 

• Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving 
addition (+), subtraction (-) and equals (=) signs; 

• Solve one-step problems that involve addition and 
subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations and missing number problems. 

 
We will also be teaching children to recognise and name common 
2D shapes, including: rectangles (including squares), circles and 
triangles. We will be sorting 2D shapes by their properties. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/
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• Add –er and –est to adjectives where no change is needed 
to the root word (e.g. quicker, quickest, fresher, freshest). 

 
Spelling: 
We will be teaching the following spelling rules and teaching 
common exception words alongside: 

• Adding the endings –ing, –ed and –er to verbs where no 
change is needed to the root word; 

 
Phonics: 
We will revisit Phases 3 and 4 and will begin to teach the 18 new 
Phase 5 sounds. 
Handwriting 

• Children will be practising how to write capital letters. 

Science - animals Computing-Multimedia and Basic skills 

Seasonal changes 
At the beginning of this Autumn half-term, children will observe the 
transition to autumn by looking at trees and wildlife in the local 
environment. Children will measure and record weather in the 
different seasons and will start to make comparisons between the 
two seasons of summer and autumn, as well as across all four 
seasons. 
Animals 
Each week children will learn a different variety of common animal 
and how to classify them; for example, they will learn that 
amphibians have 0 or 4 legs, smooth skin, are happy on land or 
water and have gills that grow into lungs. At the end of the topic, 
children will then classify lots of different common animals by their 
variety, recalling each variety’s features.  
 
We will be teaching the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 

• identify and name a variety of common animals including 
fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 

• identify and name a variety of common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

Children will learn: 

• To continue gaining control of the mouse, including right 
click. 

• Log on into the computer 

• Follow a simple computer program. E.g. Busythings 
Graphics – Link with Art (Drawing) 

• Use ICT to generate ideas for their work.  

• Use various tools such as brushes, pens, rubber, stamps, 
shapes.  

• Save, retrieve and print work. 
Programming-Bee Box -Link with Geography (local area) 

• Understand that a programmable toy can be controlled by 
inputting a sequences of instructions; 

Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 

• Use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple 
programs 

• Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, 
manipulate and retrieve digital content 
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• describe and compare the structure of a variety of common 
animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 
including pets) 

 
We will be teaching the following ‘working scientifically’ 
objectives: 

• Use observations to compare and contrast animals at first 
hand or through videos and photographs; 

• Group animals according to what they eat 
 
 

 
 

Geography-My local area History  

 
Where in the world is Whitton? 
 
Children will locate their houses using Google maps and think 
about where Whitton is in the world. They will recognise where 
they live and find out what their address is. They will learn about 
aerial map and create maps, starting with a map of the school. 
They will then draw their personal map from their home to school. 
 
Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 
Kingdom; 

• Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language (near, far, 
left, right) to describe the location of features and routes on 
a map; 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding 
environment. 

 
 
 

Geography is a focus this term 
 
Children will learn about the “Guy Fawkes and Gunpowder Plot”. 
(5th November) 
 
Children will learn about “Remembrance Day” (11th November) 
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Art and Design – Drawing Design Technology – Materials 

Children will explore different drawing materials such pencils, 
rubbers, crayons, pastels, felt tips, charcoal, ballpoints, chalk to 
create self-portraits, cave paintings, texture using patterns in 
animals. 
 
They will learn these skills and techniques: 

• Lines and Marks- Name, match and draw lines/marks from 
observations, invent new lines 

• Draw on different surfaces with a range of media 

• Shape- Observe and draw shapes from observations 

• Texture- Investigate textures by describing naming, rubbing 
and copying. 

Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum:  

• Use drawing to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination 

• Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using 
colour, pattern, texture, line and shape. 

• Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and 
designers, describing the differences and similarities 
between different practices and disciplines, and making 
links to their own work. 

 
During the festive period, we will be making decorations, 
Christmas pictures, cards and models. 
 

 

 

 

Children will focus on different ways of manipulating materials by 
using cutting and shaping techniques (such as tearing, folding and 
curling) 
 
Children will learn how to use tools provided safely (scissors, 
staplers, hole punch) 
 
They will create a paper structure 
 
Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 
Design 

• Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for 
themselves and other users based on design criteria  

Make 
• Select from and use a wide range of materials and 

components. 
Evaluate 

• Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria 

Cooking: During the year children will be covering the following 
objectives from D&T National Curriculum as part of the weekly 
routine as well as link in PSHE “Health and wellbeing”. 

Children will learn: 

•  Use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to 
prepare dishes 

• Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn 
how to cook 

• Understand where food comes from 
 
They will:  

• Know how to peel, cut, mix and mould ingredients safely and 
hygienically with close supervision. 

• Assemble or cook ingredients 
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• Know that all food comes from animals or plants. 

• Know that everybody should eat at least five portions of fruit 
and vegetables a day. 

Sort out healthy and unhealthy food 

R.E - Christmas PSHE – Relationships 

We follow SACRE syllabus for Richmond Upon Thames. 
 
Christianity 
Through a variety of activities, they will begin to develop an 
understanding of what it might mean to be a Christian and explore 
different Christian ways of life. They will learn stories from the New 
Testament. 
Children will look at Christmas for Christians and how it is 
celebrated around the world by looking at the Christmas story. 
Children will perform the “Nativity Story” to the whole school. 
 

Children will learn about healthy relationships 
 
Who am I? 
Keeping safe in school 
Being a good friend 
Identifying feelings (Zones of Regulations) 
 
PSHE planning follows the PSHE Association. 
 
Anti-Bullying week 

P.E  Languages 

Pupils will develop fundamental movement skills, become 
increasingly competent and confident and access a broad range of 
opportunities to extend their agility, balance and coordination, 
individually and with others. They will be able to engage in 
competitive (both against self and against others) and co-operative 
physical activities, in a range of increasingly challenging situations. 
Through dance and ‘multi skills activities’ pupils will be taught to:  

• Master basic movements including running, jumping, 
throwing and catching, as well as developing balance, agility 
and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range of 
activities; 

• Perform dances using simple movement patterns. 
 
Dance-Simple movement patterns 
Games-Travelling with the ball. 

 

Children will use vocabulary learnt in first half term and will learn 
songs and vocabulary related with body parts. 
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Music 

Children will learn the following objectives from the National 
Curriculum: 

• Use voices expressively by singing songs, rehearse and 
perform with others; 

• Listen with concentration and to internalise and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory by copying and creating rhythms 
on percussion instruments; 

• Learn how music used for a particular purpose: the Christmas 
concert. 
 

Class 1 will be attending “Music Makers” 
The other class will: 

• Listen to classical music concentrating in the mood, dynamics 
and tempo of music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


