
Friday 8th January 2021 

 

Dear Year One Parents and Carers,  

 

Happy New Year! 
 

We hope that you and your child had a happy and relaxing Christmas break. We are 

looking forward to an exciting term ahead in Year One. However,  this term will look 

a bit different as learning will be at home. Please read this letter carefully as it is 

designed to give you information about the curriculum this term, some general 

information and useful dates for your diary.   

 

Curriculum  

Attached to this letter is a curriculum map, which provides an overview of our 

learning focus for this half term. Our main topic for this half term is ‘Once Upon a 

Time’.  As part of our topic in the first half-term, we would normally arrange a Year 1 

“Knights and Princesses” day in school. This year, however, we would still like it to take 

place – but from home! We will send you more information soon!  

 

Phonics 

 

This term phonics will be taught online with videos and some live lessons. We will be 

practising Phase 4 sounds and introducing Phase 5 after half term.  

 

Reading diaries  

 

We have been really pleased to read about all the wonderful home-reading that 

has been going on since September. The comments in the diary are highly valued by 

the teachers and they form an important part of your child’s reading journey. Your 

child should be reading at least four times a week at home. Remember to feel free 

to record home and library books or other reading material that your child has read 

and enjoyed. May we also remind you that the children may remain on their book 

colour for a longer period of time as we are focusing on phonics, fluency and 

comprehension and skills. During the period of online learning we would appreciate 

if you can feedback on your child’s reading every two weeks.  There are a few 

website with free online books. We like to use Oxford as they share the same colour 

bands that we use in school. You will need to register but it is free.  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/


 

Online learning  

 

We will continue using Microsoft Teams for our online learning. Your child will be part 

of the 1L or 1B Team. We will be creating channels each day with the work we 

expect your child to complete on the day. We will add videos, songs and online 

activities to support their learning. Children should complete tasks on their home 

Learning Books. Each week we will assign work for them to complete and send for us 

to look at. We will return it with some feedback on their learning. Work can be 

submitted as a photo/video/ scan, whatever you find easier. We will do some live 

lessons and catch up sessions so please ensure you look at the calendar each 

Monday. We understand that home learning is not easy, so please just try your best. 

We do recommend setting up a routine as this will make your child’s day easier to 

follow.  

 

 

If you have any queries regarding any of the information in this letter please do not 

hesitate to ask. We look forward to working closely with you to ensure that your child 

enjoys a happy and successful spring term. 

 

Best wishes from the Year 1 Team 

 

    

Mr Blom and Mrs Lopez 

  

 

 

 


