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Year 5 Spring 1 The Victorians 

English Maths 

Street Child 
 

• Writing in role: letters, diary entries, emotive vocabulary 

• Sequencing events 

• Creating playscripts 

• Forming opinions on texts 

• Considering evocative, descriptive language for effect 
Reading: 

• recommending books that they have read to their peers, 
giving reasons for their choices 

• identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and 
across a wide range of writing 

• making comparisons within and across books 

Understand what they read by: 

• checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing 
their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in 
context 

• asking questions to improve their understanding 

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 

• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

• summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key details that support the main 
ideas 

• identifying how language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning 

• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including 

Numbers 
 

• Multiply and divide by 10, 100 ,1000 

• Multiplying by single and double digits 

• Multiplying decimals 

• Short division 

• Fractions – equivalent, ordering, improper, mixed numbers, 
conversions, multiply, add, subtract, divide 

• Fractions of amounts 

• recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, 
hundredths and decimal equivalents 

• round decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole 
number and to one decimal place 

• read, write, order and compare numbers with up to three 
decimal places 

• solve problems involving number up to three decimal places 

• recognise the per cent symbol (%) and understand that per 
cent relates to ‘number of parts per hundred’, and write 
percentages as a fraction with denominator 100, and as a 
decimal 

• solve problems which require knowing percentage and 
decimal equivalents of ½,1/4,1/5,2/5,4/5 and those fractions 
with a denominator of a  multiple of 10 or 25. 

 
 
 

Measures  

• convert between different units of metric measure (for 
example, kilometre and metre; centimetre and metre; 
centimetre and millimetre; gram and kilogram; litre and 
millilitre)  
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figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 

• distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 

• retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

• participate in discussions about books that are read to them 
and those they can read for themselves, building on their 
own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously 

• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have 
read, including through formal presentations and debates, 
maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where 
necessary 

• provide reasoned justifications for their views 

Writing 
Transcription 

• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such choices can change and enhance 
meaning 

• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, 
selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing 
as models for their own 

• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such choices can change and enhance 
meaning 

Composition:  

• plan their writing by:  

• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, 
selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing 
as models for their own  

• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 

• understand and use approximate equivalences between 
metric units and common imperial units such as inches, 
pounds and pints  

• measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear 
shapes in centimetres and metres  

• calculate and compare the area of rectangles (including 
squares), and including using standard units, square 

centimetres (cm
2
) and square metres (m

2
) and estimate the 

area of irregular shapes  

• estimate volume [for example, using 1 cm
3 
blocks to build 

cuboids (including cubes)] and capacity [for example, using 
water]  

• solve problems involving converting between units of time  

• use all four operations to solve problems involving measure 
[for example, length, mass, volume, money] using decimal 
notation, including scaling.  
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research where necessary  

• in writing narratives, considering how authors have 
developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, 
listened to or seen performed  

• draft and write by:  

• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such choices can change and enhance 
meaning  

• in narratives, describing settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character 
and advance the action  

• précising longer passages  

• using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs  

• using further organisational and presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the reader [for example, 
headings, bullet points, underlining]  

• evaluate and edit by:  

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing  

• proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 
to enhance effects and clarify meaning  

• ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout 
a piece of writing  

• ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using 
singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of 
speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register  

• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  
 
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation: 
Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English 
Appendix 2 by:  

•  recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate 
for formal speech and writing 

•  using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
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information concisely  

•  using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of 
possibility  

•  using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, 
when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative 
pronoun  

•  learning the grammar for years 5 and 6 in English Appendix 
2  
 

 Indicate grammatical and other features by:  

• using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in 
writing  

•  using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis  

• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English 
Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately in discussing their 
writing and reading.  

 
Handwriting 

• write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:  

• choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices 
and deciding whether or not to join specific letters  

• choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.  
 

Spelling 

• Learn spellings from the Y3-4 and Y5-6 spelling lists from 
POS The children will be taught a range of spelling rules 
form the National Curriculum, and the planning will 
reflect the needs of the students and the genres. 

• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the 
guidance for adding them 

• spell some words with ‘silent’ letters [for example, knight, 
psalm, solemn] 

• continue to distinguish between homophones and other 
words which are often confused 
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• use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and 
understand that the spelling of some words needs to be 
learnt specifically, as listed in English Appendix 1 

• use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 

• use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, 
meaning or both of these in a dictionary 

• use a thesaurus. 

Science Computing 

Caring for our World 
 
Scientific Enquiry Skills: 

• Observation over time 

• Pattern seeking 

• Identifying, classifying and grouping 

• Comparative and fair testing 

• Research using secondary sources 
 

• planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer 
questions, including recognising and controlling variables 
where necessary 

• taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, 
with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat 
readings when appropriate 

• recording data and results of increasing complexity using 
scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, 
scatter graphs, bar and line graphs 

• using test results to make predictions to set up further 
comparative and fair tests 

• reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including 
conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and a 
degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as 
displays and other presentations 

We are Cryptographers 
 

• Use logical reasoning to explain how some simple 
algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in 
algorithms and programs. 

• Understand computer networks including the internet; 
how they can provide multiple services, such as the 
World Wide Web; and the opportunities they offer for 
communication and collaboration. 

• Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; 
recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a 
range of ways to report  

 
Pupils will learn: 

• To be familiar with semaphore and Morse code 

• To understand the need for private information to be 
encrypted 

• To encrypt and decrypt messages in simple ciphers 

• To appreciate the need to use complex passwords and 
to keep them secure 

• To have some understanding of how encryption works on 
the web. 
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• Pupils reflect on the role of the oceans and how they 
influence their lives. 

• Pupils understand how human activities affect the oceans 

• Pupils learn about the effect of plastic pollution on our 
oceans 

• Pupils will gain an awareness of their personal influence on 
the climate and what they can do to make a difference 

• Explore the weather, which creates our climate including 
winds, temperature, air pressure and precipitation. 

• Using secondary sources the children will research C02 
targets. 

• Children will research the possible effect of climate change 
on something important to them and communicate this 
through a range of media. 

Geography History 
 The Victorian Era 

 
Pupils will continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge 
and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing 
clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They will 
note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical terms. They will address and devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance. They will construct informed 
responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information. They will understand how our 
knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
 

• Place events, people and changes into correct periods of 
time. 

• Use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time.  

• Characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, 
including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children. 
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• Social, ethnic, cultural, religious diversity of the societies 
studied. 

• Recognise the past is represented and interpreted in 
different ways, and give reasons for this. 

• Inventions during this era 

Art and Design Design Technology 

Victorian Art 

• Create sketch books to record observations and use them to 
review and   revisit ideas 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials - 
drawing pencils and pastels to focus on tone and 3D effect 

• Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history 
– focus on the life and works of Lowry. 

• To design, make, decorate and glaze a clay artefact in the 
style of William Morris. 

 
Pupils will learn to: 

 

• develop the creative, technical and practical expertise 
needed to perform everyday tasks confidently 

• analyse, evaluate and test their ideas and products and 
the work of others. 

• create a silhouette using cross stitch 

• develop sewing skills 
 

RE PSHE 

What does it mean for Christians to believe that God is holy and 
loving? 

• Identify some different types of biblical texts, using technical 
terms accurately 

• Explain connections between biblical texts and Christian 
ideas of God, using biblical terms 

• Make clear connections between Bible texts studied and 
what Christians believe about God; for example, through 
how cathedrals are designed. 

• Show how Christians put their beliefs into practice in 
worship. 

• Class visit to local church. 

• Weigh up how biblical ideas and teachings about God as 
holy and loving might make a difference in the world today, 
developing insights of their own. 

o  
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PE Languages 

Pupils will continue to apply and develop a broader range of skills, 
learning how to use them in different ways and to link them to make 
actions and sequences of movement. They will learn to 
communicate, collaborate and compete with each other. They will 
develop an understanding of how to improve in different physical 
activities and sports and learn how to evaluate and recognise their 
own success. Pupils will be taught the following through playing 
invasion games (such as basketball) and their school trip to 
‘Hindleap Warren’: 

• use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and 

in combination 

• play competitive games, modified where appropriate and 

apply basic principles suitable for attacking and defending 

• develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance  

• take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges 

both individually and within a team 

• compare their performances with previous ones and 
demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best 

 

Pupils will learn vocabulary with regard to places to live and 
amenities/facilities available in the area including expressing 
preferences both orally and in writing. 

 

Music 

Pupils will learn: 

• songs linked to topic with increasing confidence and control 

• to develop an understanding of the history of music by 
learning Victorian songs. listening to music composed in the 
Victorian era. 

• To listen to music composed in the Victorian era by famous 
composers 

• To play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts-learn 
how to play tuned instruments with accuracy.  

• To use basic staff and other notation-learn how to read a 
chord chart 
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